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is wholly bent upon his thoughts ; hence instead of the
personal wish of the pupil, he reacts to the thoughts the
pupil's question has excited in himself, and this he does so
rapidly and fundamentally that he at once divines a further
connection which, at the moment, he is incapable of
appraising and rendering back in an abstract and finely
elaborated form. This is not because his thinking is
too slow, but because it is objectively impossible to seize
in a moment the entire dimensions of the problem divined
and give it a ready formula. Naturally, not observing
that the pupil has no inkling of such a problem he firmly
believes he has an important problem to deal with, and not
merely an extremely simple and, to him, trivial piece of
advice which could be given in a moment, if only he could
allow himself to see what the pupil was waiting for to
enable him to get on with his work. But as an introvert
he has not felt-into the others psychology; he has only
felt-into his own theoretical problems, his inner world,
where he goes on spinning the threads of the theoretical
problem taken from the pupil—threads which are certainly
germane to the problem but not to the pupil's momentary
need. Naturally, from the academic standpoint, this
peculiar attitude of the introverted teacher is very
unsuitable, quite apart from the unfavourable personal
impression it engenders. He gives an impression of
slowness, singularity, even thick-head edness; on which
account he is very often under-estimated, not only by
the larger public but also by his own smaller circle of
colleagues, until one day his work and ideas are eventu-
ally followed up, elaborated, and translated by later
investigators.
Gauss, the mathematician, had such a distaste for teachr
ing that he informed each individual student who reported
himself that, in all probability, his course of lectures would
not take place, hoping by this means to unburden himself
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